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During this Easter Season, let us continue to celebrate Christ’s love for us all!   
 

Let us celebrate Jesus Christ’s love for us by lifting the verse in John’s gospel (15:5), which 
teaches us that we do not stand alone in our faith walk because together, we abide in the vine of 
Christ. And being part of Christ’s vine teaches us how to love one another!  
 

Abiding in love is also exampled in the story about a man who watched a group of workers tear 
down an old building. He watched them pull down the walls as a large ball swung from a crane 
and began to pound repeatedly into the walls. Then he asked the foreman, "Are these men skilled 
or do they need special training to tear down this building?" 
 

The foreman replied, "No, what these men can tear down in a day or two, it took builders who are 
skilled in each of their crafts, a year or more to build." As this story examples for us just how 
important it is to nurture our faith in God, as well as nurture our love towards one another.  
 

Christ-like love suggests that we spend our time building 

one another up with kindness and acts of mercy. Christ-

like love also helps us flourish in our prayerful efforts 

toward peace and justice for all! 
 

Paul also explains the importance of abiding in love when he 

writes to the Corinthians, “Love is patient and kind; love is not 

jealous or boastful, it is not arrogant or rude. Love does not 

insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at wrong but rejoices in the 

right. Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, and endures all things. Love never 

ends.” In other words, love meets a person right where they are, takes them for what they are, 

accepts a person for themselves, and then gives the person the freedom to grow and mature in 

themselves and in Christ. This is how Jesus’s love is abiding in us. And during this Easter Season, 

we celebrate the love of Jesus Christ whose love and light shines upon us all! 
 

Prayer 

God, you are the vine grower. We are the branches. Help us abide in Jesus Christ, your true vine, 

so that we may bear much fruit. Help us faithfully proclaim the good news until all are welcomed 

into the new life you so generously give. May it be so. Amen.  

 
In Christ’s love, 

Pastor Sheila 



      

 

Adderley’s mom, Maxine; Lin’s mom; Sharon 
and Donna’s family and friends; Joan Gerson; 
Phyllis Adderley; Dorthy Bates; Martha Yanick 
family & friends; Stephen Spencer family and 
friends; Jan Mark; Robert Herald family & 
friends; Timothy Blood; Tom Richards’s sister, 
Cindy Richards-Wallace & his friend, Jackie 
Sloan; Ada Harvey’s grandson, Grant; David 
Ramirez; Irv Koehler; Tom Richards; Linda 
Padmore’s family & friends; Rod Jenning’s 
family & friends; Marion Gaetano’s family & 
friends; Jane Grandusky’s husband, Mark; 
Bonnie Avery’s family and friends; Teresa 
Byrd; Lin McNaughton’s mom and cousin, 
Cade; Linda Padmore’s daughter, Jeannine; 
Linda Harvey; Susan Young’s sister, Genie; 
Kirk Dorhout; Evelyn Chouris; Charlotte 
Snowden; Renna McGinnis; Beth White’s 
family & friends; Frank Byrd’s family & friends; 
Melanie Shepherd; Charlene Buck; Linda 
Padmore’s niece, Yvette & sister, Christine; 
Donna’s brother, Clevert; George Gerson’s 
Brother, Michael; Melanie’s Friend, Donna; 
Borjana’s son, Petar; George Gerson’s 
friends, Diane & Timothy Scott; George 
Gerson's nephew, Glenn; Ruth Cassidy's 
husband, Bill; Rose's daughter, Tyshawna for 
healing & recovery; Jan Mark's son, Gary; 
Justice & Peace efforts; grieving, depression 
and anxiety; all refugees; Ukraine War; 
Puerto Rico; Haiti; Gun violence everywhere; 
Environmental concerns; Maui, HI; Florida; 
Israel conflict; Palestinians; Hurricane victims; 
Wild fires; Immigrant families; Attack on DEI; 
Medicaid & Food Assistance Programs; Mass 
deportations of Immigrants; War In Iran; Cost 
of Living Increases 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  JUSTICE AND PEACE MINISTRY TEAM 
Over the past several months, Union’s Justice 
team has worked closely with PEACE - Palm 
Beach County to ensure the success of the 
Nehemiah Action Assembly held on March 24, 
2026. With Union's support, we filled Jupiter 
FIRST Church with nearly 1,200 attendees, 
almost filling every seat! Not only did we achieve 
this impressive turnout, but we also leveraged 
our collective strength to secure significant 
commitments in the areas of affordable housing, 
mental health, community policing, and 
immigration. 
 

Union Congregational UCC was recognized for 
its vital role in making the Nehemiah Assembly a 
success. In fact, Megan Sease wrote, “Union 
crushed it at the action.” Pastor Sheila and I 
want to extend our heartfelt gratitude to 
everyone at Union, especially to those who 
attended the Nehemiah Action Assembly. It was 
inspiring to witness such a large turnout, and we 
also appreciate those who could not attend but 
supported us and PEACE's efforts through their 
prayers. We can be proud of the impact we 
made during this year’s Nehemiah Action 
Assembly. 
 

In April, several members of Union’s PEACE 
team will share their testimonies during 
Fellowship Hour. This will give church members 
an opportunity to hear about the powerful impact 
of the Nehemiah Action and receive updates on 
important work related to Affordable Housing, 
Immigration, and Mental Health. 
 

As we move into the summer months, our 
Justice and Peace team will meet to explore 
additional ways we can advocate for our 
congregational members, neighbors, and for 
justice for all. Be on the lookout for exciting news 
regarding an upcoming intergenerational trip 
where our youth group and other congregation 
members will learn more about our history 
related to racial justice.  Also, we discuss how 
Union can engage with our denomination’s Love 
Knows No Borders initiative. For more 
information about Love Knows No Borders, 
please visit ucc.org/LOVE-KNOWS-NO-
BORDERS. 
 

Paula Dorhout, Moderator 

PANTRY NEWS 

The Union Congregational United Church 
of Christ Food Pantry would love to have 
you be a part of the Ministry!  Whether it is 
helping to bag for one Sunday after 
Fellowship, being a part of the distribution 
on the first Saturday of each month or 
being a volunteer who pledges to pick up 
supplies, you are needed!  Please reach 
out to Frank Remshifski if you are 
interested in being a part of this vital and 
necessary Ministry. 

 

PASTORAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE 
 

Happy Spring and Blessings to All!!! 

“Did You Know?”  
The Pastoral Relations Committee 
promotes and helps develop healthy 
relationships between the pastor and 
congregation so the mission and vision of 
the church can be fulfilled.  In order to 
uphold Christian values in treating each 
other with kindness and love, the Pastoral 
Relations Committee listens to all voices 
to help resolve conflicts through active 
listening, mutual feedback and 
confidentiality.  If there are concerns, do 
not hesitate to reach out to the PRC by 
contacting the PRC chair, Cynthia Clark 
by email spencrsan21@att.net. 
 

Cynthia Clark, 
Pastoral Relations Committee 

 

 

 

https://www.ucc.org/what-we-do-2/justice-local-church-ministries/
https://www.ucc.org/what-we-do-2/justice-local-church-ministries/
mailto:spencrsan21@att.net


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

         

                 UNION’S TRIP TO ORLANDO! 

 

The Christian Education/Youth and Justice and Peace Teams are planning an 
intergenerational trip to Orlando! The purpose of the trip is to gather as a church family to 
deepen relationships with fun activities while exploring historical sites that remind us 
about the importance of embracing peace and justice for all!  

 
A signup sheet is on the  
soundboard for all who are  
interested in participating. 

 

  

 



 

  

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER SCHEDULE 

First Sunday:  Rebekah Gay 

Second Sunday: Cunny Burgos 

Third Sunday: Michelle Benghtt 

Fourth Sunday: Simone Shah 

Fifth Sunday: George Gerson 
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